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1865 The Colonial Museum was established by James Hector. KEY HISTORICAL FACTS
1867 The Canterbury Museum was established by Julius von Haast.

1870s In Ashburton, continued heritage collecting leads for a call for ability to exhibit.

1878 Formation of Ashburton Borough and obligations for services such as a library and a clock.
1881 Early call for the ‘Industrial Exhibition’ to become a ‘Museum’ to be built on Crown Reserve land.

1887 Call for the library to be extended as an ‘Museum’ by Mayor Henry Davis ends up as a glass
cabinet set aside for object displays. Objects are donated for display.

Continued collecting for the next 71 years.
1958 Formation of the Ashburton Historical Society.

1995 Name change to Ashburton Museum and Historical Society reflecting increased role in Museum
management rather than in collecting and narrating District history and heritage.

2014 Museum becomes a Department of ADC and professionally managed with the Society retaining
ownership of the Collection.



The Ashburton Museum (and the later Historical Society) had its origins from
the earlier Industrial Exhibitions produced by

James Hector in the 1860s

Ashburton Guardian Vol. 2 (294) March 16, 1881
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FIRST publicised mentions of a ‘Museum’ in Ashburton

Ashburton Guardian Vol 2. (295)
March 17, 1881
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MaGNA ST VERITAS, ET PREVALEBIT.

MONDAY, MARCH 28, 1881.
A Local Museum.

TOWN EDITION.
T X TS .

Ve have previously pointed out the
fact that there exists an opportunity for
local well-wishers to create, by united
action in our midst, a source of intel-
lectnal advancement in the matter of
the establishment of a local museum,
and are therefore pleased to learn that
those gentlemen who have shown
themselves so energetic in connection
with the Industrial Exhibition have itin
view, following the termination of their
present duties, to make an effort in this
direction. We have growing up in our

138 years ago!

midst a generation, for the intellectual

Ashburton Guardian Vol. 2 (304)
March 28, 1881

Ashburton Guardian Vol 2. (308)
April 1,1881




Suggested location for the Industrial Exhibition

and ‘Museum’ in 1881
\

The Black Map of 1864

Reserve
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Inside cover of the
Society’s first
Minute Book

George Glassey
(1901 — 1979)
was in the chair.

“If we want to
assume some
responsibility for
the future, then we
must respect the
past”.
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2019



CLIPPINGS from the ASHBURTON GUARDIAN
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MORE CLIPPINGS Ashburton given new

link with history
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" which 'i

VSATURDAY MARGH 4, m__";""'---?" e S T Ashburton County has been preserved in “Ploneer Hall,
.any MARCH | iﬁ IO will open to the public tomorirow afternoon.

"PIONEER HALL" TO OPEN SOON  rionssR HaLL mus UL S e

Pioneer Hall 15 & small th&
moaeim =el wp by e
Ashborton Hiztorical

hey are contaiived, provida | by i=iTice  authors in be
| e lhl.- sartiest beginnings of o+ ready for the massums”
v! “Plimetr Hall,” Ashbartoa’s
useun, Wil open its  doors
weeh,

e
. to the public carly next

si For venrs, the Ashburton Hia.
- iovical Sociely hag been mlleell:g
o photographs, "enrly re 2, a
mriches used in the daily lives ol
town's plomaers, but they have
. awny becanse, up il
| M hore fas been no suitable
T placs T Y 1

rjEeting dn whick to display  the.

| WA Bhan
| rfcnated wnd 8 loca) nm ki
i -i\.nml the display ﬁmi;,wgt
Fmﬁh« tar:eh&:ginz featured the
i urton's carly
| The society has i Tossie,
sem & large collection of
phatagraphs and coples oI the
:.Ior'IJElMI town Bny-gut of Ashbor.
Alihaugh “Pioneer Hall®
be small compared with samg
Ather muzEums, its collection will
-pmm a mu:le'us Tor the musemm
fery  planned  §n
bm'ml_gh denlwmanl
Euat a start had o s de
to preserve the roliee heFum- the)l
were last to posteriny.
*| The opening of * Pianeer
Sfwill be & majsr milestone In lhm
divection,
But Snuuely officials hove dosid.
e, there will be n
1|55 mo o official open-
“Reihzr, the oxhibits will be left
m‘r;gpeal: 'aa;or thnmae[v::s
i setisal openi il be
advertized, an nﬁclaﬁ g?ym:‘m

e

-

w

i
1

i

| l! yhu ol wnlting.
Im lm il the

v Azlibuirton J!.u:umﬂ Siie- i
el
|

Bacietw

[ Havelock Street, given
Ih;,f the borough eonneil.

jiore widl flese see some of
the lerges  domestic agaip-
eienl of the periol

I:C'}-Un&]'-ﬂtl'.’t

Js|gu|adrg.

{of the old teilets ha

in the foemar
women's  resbh rooms in

Emtering the mupewm, visl-

PEA0-1250,
Binifar l:-"hl.l\'.l'll= mif afizheg,
'[IE'LI'J[ﬂ:EI'SlIﬂ'IE 5|.I1(| early adver
Migements of e Stavelay
Dairy  Can-
‘pany's TStavelpy  Crsmséry
Buiten'™ farm gon of the did-

Perhaps one of the mast
\ciEfials exhibils & & vaceom
cleaner-—10tls cenfory syl
It has & pipe to suck the dust
inte the contaicer, a [arge
Al eylindrical nobe te
which s aitze ihe “'myo-
v W Thils, in fact, 18
& bedlooy !-h:a arvamEament,
The yser bad {0 punpe the
arm op and dows whils Fra-
varsing  the Cieaner acEoes
|t Do,

EESTORIC MINUTAE

The Tormee waiting moat
% 105t
tal the  exhibits-—daciments
o and photogmphs,

panised |iving i .-’uhburmn.!
The chaipman «of this bopdy
was Mz [esnder  Lean)
jwhpse portmait hangy in tha
NS ELEML,

Other r-hutl:-fmm;. doci-
mnenis, and heoldets are well
leid qur in large gloes-fronbed
dispiay eahimats. The floars|a
of “Fropeer Hall" are cpgs
meted.

W.‘I.H'EFIIU:& WALKER

The Wikefiehl famity pleys
n largs partt in the l:l:hll:ul:s
Apart  drom h
graphes, there ars letters writ-
£ Edward  Jerninghan
W Id, and copies of hig
polrtical pamiphbets.  Jerning.
lsama was the only san of Eds
ward Gibben Walefield

Jerni = "i'-".u]l:zﬂe!d'
I’Iﬂ:ﬂ- in Mew Zealand in 1&!&
and was a member of Parlia-

ment from 135846575 He died
in Ashburten and 5 barled
the2pe,

Anather man promisent is
the museum displays, (2 W
. Walker, the firet chalman
of the
Canncil, and, in sddition o
piher duties, Minister of Edu
cation M the Seddon Gavern-
[ErETS

LOCAL WRITING

olp=| a5kl i mesting the E:EIEI'I.-
ad

Ashbierton  County] st

-
ing, They, and oarly rmaps
rlm give a fascinafing  in-
gight  inbo the axterl and
lrnn:-tvlali.iﬂ. af fiviligatiom in
thope days, wil add o (el
interest  provided by i
meany einute bBooks, records, |
sl exhibits eollected by the)
apelary, i
REQUEST TO COUNCIL |

the - et Coangl
mesting on Mopday evening
the Historiegl Society weoes
asging M the council wouokd

des of E263.50 which
been  meceszary too comvert
Promeer Hall te o soitabie
biilling for displaying the
higroric materia

The couneil referfed  the
account beck o the Historl-|
cal Society, ml‘h the EI.IpIBf-&'
timn  that it ap
County  Council  for aﬁls@-
ance Marough  Coumeil
sabd thar the County Cowncl
had already skemified e will-
MENeER T SEAAL Lhe socisly,
Bi A polnt commitier meeelng
YERT,

l 2o

COUNTY GRANT
OF $200 TO

EE T

EE

The mwst  important  off  Sileerware from the perlpd
_1'r| v arie the mingfos of the(is alse deplayed, a fiey: HﬂNEE“ Hﬂu
st meeting of the Ashbur-jeladss o cream jug  onoe||
(ten Roads Boand oft Fabou [ owmed by Captain Mooy, ||
ilany 2 1 receding e mrl:lmllr-dﬂ nf o the “Citty | 'Tha- Ashibn
l'ﬂ'l'mitl-l:lt‘ll:n- I:lumugh b | Sarde™ &t vest fom County  Coun
|15-Tq~m Tleeae minatss, and Th-a Mhhrmn l..l'hr&n.- s s yin[em??unﬂglfﬁdﬂ bm&ke
T = [IFpiaky

— ———
—— .




60" Anniversary Celebrations

October 2018
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