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KEY HISTORICAL FACTS• 1865 The Colonial Museum was established by James Hector.

• 1867 The Canterbury Museum was established by Julius von Haast.

• 1870s In Ashburton, continued heritage collecting leads for a call for ability to exhibit.

• 1878 Formation of Ashburton Borough and obligations for services such as a library and a clock.

• 1881 Early call for the ‘Industrial Exhibition’ to become a ‘Museum’ to be built on Crown Reserve land.

• 1887 Call for the library to be extended as an ‘Museum’ by Mayor Henry Davis ends up as a glass
cabinet set aside for object displays. Objects are donated for display.

Continued collecting for the next 71 years.

• 1958 Formation of the Ashburton Historical Society.

• 1995 Name change to Ashburton Museum and Historical Society reflecting increased role in Museum
management rather than in collecting and narrating District history and heritage.

• 2014 Museum becomes a Department of ADC and professionally managed with the Society retaining
ownership of the Collection.



The Ashburton Museum (and the later Historical Society) had its origins from
the earlier Industrial Exhibitions produced by

James Hector in the 1860s

Ashburton Guardian Vol. 2 (294) March 16, 1881



FIRST publicised mentions of a ‘Museum’ in Ashburton

Ashburton Guardian Vol. 2 (304)
March 28, 1881

Ashburton Guardian Vol 2. (295)
March 17, 1881

Ashburton Guardian Vol 2. (308)
April 1,1881

138 years ago!



Suggested location for the Industrial Exhibition
and ‘Museum’ in 1881

The Black Map of 1864
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THE BUILDINGS



Inside cover of the
Society’s first
Minute Book

George Glassey
(1901 – 1979)

was in the chair.

“If we want to
assume some

responsibility for
the future, then we
must respect the

past”.
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CLIPPINGS from the ASHBURTON GUARDIAN



MORE CLIPPINGS



60th Anniversary Celebrations

October 2018
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